Lesson Plan --  XML as Content Management for Accessibility
OBJECTIVE:  the learner will list three ways that using XML can help a web development effort maintain Accessibility Standards
SET:  Imagine a world where every new document on your web site “magically” met accessibility standards.
TEACHING POINTS:
A. An introduction to XML

Extensible Markup Language
a tag-based language for describing the contents of documents

Two main flavors:

· Pre-defined standards

· Self-defined grammars

B. An introduction to XSLT

Extensible Style sheet Language Translation

XSL is XML

Instructions for transforming XML into another form

· Could be instructions from rendering a document in HTML

· Or perhaps PDF

· Or virtually any other form

C. How XML Solves 
Accessibility Issues

One style sheet can be applied to a multitude of XML source documents

· The style sheet can be constructed to render accessible, standard HTML

· Once the style sheet is correct, any HTML document generated using the style sheet will be valid, standard and accessible
More than one style sheet can be applied to the same source document:

· one style sheet to render HTML

· another style sheet to render PDF

The same source document, guaranteeing the same content, can be used to generate more than one version for different uses

Style sheets can be extended as new situations arise

· Declare new tags to manage the new situation

· Update the style sheet portfolio to render the new tags

· Handle the situation once for each style sheet and all future documents meet the standard

ACTIVE PARTICIPATION:
Slide 6 describes XML syntax.  Ask the participants to spend two minutes roughing out how the slide might be represented in XML.  Then show slide 7 and have them compare.
CLOSURE:

Write down one aspect of your web site that could be a candidate for XML

MATERIALS:

· PowerPoint, PC and projector

