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Facilities Database: Overview
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The most comprehensive database of public and private facilities 

and program sites that shape neighborhood quality in NYC

35,000+ facilities overseen by City, State, and Federal agencies

NYC Planning uses this database to inform:

• Neighborhood planning

• Environmental review

• Facility siting

• Infrastructure prioritization

• Interagency operational planning



Facilities Database: Context
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Background

•Charter mandate for DCP to maintain facilities map

•Critical resource for understanding the distribution of public facilities

•Formerly the Selected Facilities and Program Sites Database

•Integral but little-known resource

New Improvements

•Automated updates using scripts that pull data from public sources

•Proactive management –updated quarterly

•Accessible, interactive web map



Quick Data Summary
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Data Limitations

Only as good as the source data…

•Most comprehensive comprehensive

•Duplicate records from overlapping datasets

•Administrative addresses instead of service locations

•No guarantee of public accessibility of sites

…so be careful with your analyses!
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Product Development + User Adoption

•Gathered input and suggestions from planners

•Held focus groups and demos with other agencies

•Identified use cases, desired attributes, and supplemental layers

•Engaged with civic tech community

•Launched with a public workshop at NYC School of Data event

•Provided ability to submit feedback on records

•Continuing to solicit feedback –ongoing work-in-progress
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Demo

NYC Facilities Explorer

capitalplanning.nyc.gov/facilities
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https://capitalplanning.nyc.gov/facilities/


Tools + Technology

•Built in-house with a small, nimble team

•1.5 full stack developer

•1 database developer

•Collaborative development and project management

•GitHub

•Waffle.io

•Slack

•Free and open source technology stack

•$105 / month to serve the data and website
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https://github.com/
https://waffle.io/
https://slack.com/


Tools - Collaborative Development
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GitHub + Waffle: Issue and task management



Tools - Collaborative Development

Slack: Team project communications
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Technology - Stack
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Technology - Deployment

15

Docker
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Dokku Platform as a Service

Ubuntu Linux v16.04

Dockerized

CARTO Server

Docker

“Droplets” (Cloud VPS)

Distributed development, automated build

Minimal cost and server admin time



Questions?

Additional feedback:

capital@planning.nyc.gov
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